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Conclusions and recommendations of the national discussion 

“Small, green and competitive” in Kazakhstan   
 
 
Key conclusions 

 To date, small business under the new economic conditions increasingly determines economic 

growth and structure of the gross domestic product.  

 Given the key role of SMEs under the current economic conditions and its cumulative effect on all 

components of the environment, it is necessary to include issues of environmental management in 

the agenda of this segment of the economy.  

 The system of state regulation, being very complicated and often undergoing restructuring provides 

no opportunities the current SMEs to follow “the rule of the game” in the market economy.  

 Despite the efforts of the state environmental policy, payments for environmental pollution and 

waste disposal do not encourage business to adopt modern and advanced technology to minimize 

negative environmental impacts, as well as to introduce the environmental management system.  

 Due to the recent global economic trends the economy of nature resources use is facing a set of 

new challenges to be settled ensuring positive relationship between efficiency, profit and 

maintaining quality of favorable environment. 

 Until today, the development of environmental management system has mainly been focused on 

the manufacturing sector of the economy. The analysis of existing national and global experience 

obviously shows the necessity to concentrate on the small businesses as the subject of 

environmental and economic relations. The small and medium businesses, in the end, shall be the 

key beneficiaries of the environmental initiatives taken by the government.  

 The strengthening of environmental legislation at the national and international levels coupled with 

the development of economic instruments in environmental management system enforces the 

business, including small businesses to introduce environmental management principles in their 

activity. 

 The impact analysis of environmental factors on the economy of small businesses has revealed that 

the environmental protection efforts contribute to the business, and the environmental protection 

activity shall be considered as an important economic challenge though there are only few such 

examples in fact.  
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Key recommendations 

1. To implement international environmental standards in the small business segment efficiently, it 

shall be necessary to precede the further improvement of the legal framework and introduce 

managerial and economic mechanisms that promoting environmentally-friendly businesses. 

2. The introduction of “green criteria” principle in the system of public procurement shall be the most 

effective tool in the short term period for employment of practices on sustainable production and 

consumption and energy efficiency by SMEs.  

3. Stability and transparency of policy pursued by the government and a clear control system applied 

in the long-term regulation of natural resources use and environmental protection, will promote the 

“greening” of SMEs.  

4. To achieve the objectives and conditions of sustainable development the principle of environmental 

self- management system shall be introduced enabling to shift from the command-and-

administrative system to that of based on the actual demarcation of the roles and powers between 

the state and the business. 

5. The development of environmentally oriented business shall require an adequate system of 

economic regulation, designed to support businesses and organizations. This form of incentive 

should cover companies that follow the key principles of ecological security, and firms directly 

involved in environmental entrepreneurship. Among the economic incentives supporting SMEs shall 

be pointed out the following measures: 

 tax relief (exemption from taxation of certain elements of taxation, tax credit, tax 

exemption of certain categories of taxpayers); 

 lowering the amount of payment for waste disposal in exchange of introduced waste 

management technologies reducing the quantity of generated waste;   

 application of accelerated depreciation of fixed assets related to waste management;  

 introduction of environmental taxes and excise duties, which are included in the price of 

products that cause the environmental pollution at the stage of their production and 

consumption, depending on the content of some component (excise taxes on disposable 

packaging, accumulators and batteries and ozone depleting substances, and etc.);    

 application of incentive prices and premiums for environmentally friendly products;   

 enhanced application of collateral prices on reusable utensils and packaging and increasing 

their incentive role in resources conservation and environmental protection;   

6. The development of environmental-economic balance and the evaluation of relationship between 

small business and the environment shall be conducted covering the total life cycle of production.  

7. Awareness rising amongst producers, suppliers and consumers on the environmental aspects of the 

production of goods and services shall be ensured through application of appropriate eco-labeling 

and certification, as well as promotion and conduction of public awareness campaigns to build 

“green” consciousness among the end users.  

8. Environmental education and eco-business culture shall be improved in the business society as a 

whole. This challenge shall need building a new mentality amongst the Kazakh businessmen, i.e. 
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ecological mentality ensuring environmental awareness, consistent and thrifty attitude of producers 

and consumers to nature wealth.  

9. An informative resource that would promote SMEs in introduction and application of practices on 

energy efficiency and sustainable production and consumption shall need to be created. The 

informative resource shall provide the coverage on a broad range of issues, enabling on-line training 

and consultancy support on various activities, etc. 

10. An association uniting representatives of SMEs on SCP and EE, which could represent the interests 

of business at the state and local levels, provide consulting services, conduct training courses, etc. 

shall need to be established. 


